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THINK BEFORE YOU
LOOK BEFORE YOU BUY.

Whether it’s your first or fifth time buying a home,
it’s always an exciting time. With a little planning
and preparation, your house hunting trips will be
far more rewarding.

In this little booR, we’ve given you a few pointers
and reminders about what to do before you looR
for a new home; and what to looR for when you’re
on the hunt. It’s your guide to saying hello to

a good buy.

If you have any questions, give our office a call on
9474 2000. (We’ve been selling houses for over 30
years, so there’s not much we don’t Rnow about
the real estate business.)
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enjoy the experience

Happy hunting!




If you’re new to the buying process,

it goes something like this:

Set your limits > Choose an area > Compare properties >
Choose your favourite > MakRe an offer > Negotiate >
Sign > Conditions fulfilled > Settlement agent >
Insurance & Finance > Settlement > Move in.

Here, we help you with the hardest part - the first three.

Setting your limits.

Before you go looRing for a house, you
need to Rnow what price range you can
afford. Ask yourself what do you feel
comfortable paying or borrowing. And
then ask your banR, financial advisor
or mortgage broRer what they will

lend you.

If you don’t have anywhere to start
then we suggest you call us for our
recommended broRer.

When setting your limits, always include
a buffer, so if interest rates rise, you can
afford the extra amount without
stretching yourself too far.

And remember to budget for the
extra up-front costs involved in buying
a house:

Stamp duty

Conveyancing fees
Structural reports

Termite and timber reports

Everyone’s idea of the perfect
home is different.

So start with your Needs and Wants

Before you go looRing for your ideal
home, you need to spend some time
defining what your idea home is.

One way to do this is to distinguish
between your needs and your wants.

Your needs are the essentials; the

‘must haves’ of your new home. For
example, extra rooms for children, easy
access, close to public transport, big
family room, or a room that can become
your office.

Your wants are things that you’d likRe
to have; but which are not absolutely
essential to your decision. Things lire
a pool, a big Ritchen, a double garage
or a games room. (You can often add
your ‘wants’ later if you choose your
home wisely.

The tricR is to not to compromise on
your needs; and to maximise your wants.

Start by maRing a list of your needs and
wants opposite.

NEEDS & WANTS/
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LOCATION: NEEDS:
Suburbs I’d like to live in:
What does it have to be close to?

WANTS:

ORIENTATION:

North, South, East, West?
Passive Solar? Y/N Faces North? Y/N

BLOCK SIZE:

Minimum size m2
Nice to have m2




THE HOME BUYER’S CHECKLIST /

ChecR them out, one by one.

When you looR at a home, use this checRlist to rate its features out of 10.
We recommend you photocopy it and take it with you to each home you visit.
(Trust us, after you’ve seen 10 homes, your memory will thank you for it.)

Address

Agent’s details

INSIDE.

Lounge

Family/Living room
Games/Entertainment room
Study

Dining room

Meals area

Bedrooms x

Built in Robes/Wardrobe
Master bedroom
Bathrooms x

Sufficient ventilation
Exhaust fan

Heater lights

Ensuite

Toilets

Fans

Laundry

Will your washing machine fit?
Is the dryer included in the sale?
Kitchen

Sufficient cupboards

Stove tops

Oven and hotplates worRk?
Built in dishwasher

Water pressure

Type of hot water system
Rangehood

Splashbacks

Is lighting sufficient?

Out of 10

Will refrigerator fit?

Security

2 RCD’S

Hardwired smoRe alarms

Are walls in good condition?
Are ceilings in good condition?
Insulation

A/C? [0 Evaporative [ Reverse Cycle
Fans

Floor coverings

Lighting

Flyscreens

No. of power points?

Window treatments
Telephone connected

TV antenna

Foxtel

ADSL internet connection

Total Score Inside

OUTSIDE. Out of 10

Close to preferred amenities?

Is it quiet?

Gardens

Patio/Pergola

Any cracRs inside or out?

Roof condition

Garage/Carport condition
Fences/Walls

Is it possible to extend or improve?

Are extensions approved by council?

Swimming pool

Is the pool compliant?
Filter/cleaning equipment working?
Does it stay with the property?

Total Score Outside
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Agent’s details
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Family/Living room
Games/Entertainment room
Study

Dining room

Meals area
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Master bedroom
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Fans
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Kitchen
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Notes

Will refrigerator fit?

Security

2 RCD’S

Hardwired smoRe alarms

Are walls in good condition?
Are ceilings in good condition?
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Fans

Floor coverings
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OUTSIDE. Out of 10

Close to preferred amenities?

Is it quiet?

Gardens

Patio/Pergola

Any cracRs inside or out?

Roof condition

Garage/Carport condition
Fences/Walls

Is it possible to extend or improve?

Are extensions approved by council?

Swimming pool

Is the pool compliant?
Filter/cleaning equipment worRking?
Does it stay with the property?

Total Score Outside
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DON’T BUY THE HOUSE;
BUY THE NEIGHBOURHOOD.

RUSSIAN PROVERB

Now you’re finally on the move.

Once you’ve had your offer accepted,
there are a few things to remember
before you move in.

Insurance.

MaRe sure you have your property and
contents fully insured from the
settlement date. You won’t move in until
12 noon the following day but you’ll be
too busy then to think about it.

Notifying utilities.

Before settlement, it’s the responsibility
of the Buyer to arrange the transfer

of services such as gas, electricity and
phone lines into their own name.
Telstra 13 22 00

Synergy 13 13 53

Alinta 13 13 58

Removals.

When booking a removalist, remember
they often charge from moment their
truck leaves their depot until it returns.
So choose someone who has a depot
close to the route of your move.

MakRe sure you ask them if they have any
policies on items they won’t transport,
so you have time to make other
arrangements for those.

People to tell.

Here’s a checRlist of people, government
departments and agencies who you need
to notify of your new address. Some
organisations allow you to use their
websites to change your personal details.

Family and friends

Electoral roll

Post office

Synergy / Alinta Gas

Telstra / Optus / Mobile phone carrier
Department of Transport
Relevant Government Depts
Doctors & Schools
Accountants & Solicitors
Social clubs

BanRks

Insurance companies
Medicare

Workplace




WE’VE BEEN YOUR
NEIGHBOURS FOR
OVER 30 YEARS.

If you Rnow South Perth and surrounding
suburbs, then the name BourRes is a familiar
sight. We’ve been involved in residential sales
and property management in the area since 1988.

If you live further afield then you’ve probably
heard of our man at the helm, real estate
veteran, Alan Bourke. He’s been in the business
since 1980. Since that time, he’s sold countless
properties and helped thousands of clients make
the most of the Perth property market.

Alan is also an experienced auctioneer and holds
regular seminars for clients and industry groups
on the benefits of real estate investing.

At BourRes, you’ll find only dedicated, hard-
worRing professionals who are ready to help you
buy, sell, rent or lease. Plus an unbeatable level
of local Rnowledge, expertise and insight.

Whether you’re buying, selling, leasing or renting
a property, we believe it should be an exciting
and, above all, enjoyable time.

Whatever we can do for you, we’re sure you’ll
enjoy the experience.

Also by Bourkes:

Understanding the Basics
of Real Estate Investing

Open House:
The complete guide to
selling your home

Nest Egg:

The investor’s guide to
renting out your property
Gimme Shelter:

The tenant’s complete
guide to stress-free renting

Settle Petal:

The complete guide to
property settlement
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DON’T WAIT TO
BUY REAL ESTATE,
BUY REAL ESTATE

AND WAIT.

ANONYMOUS

Can’t quite figure out why someone
wouldn’t put their name to that quote,
because it’s pretty clever. Call us biased
(we rather the term ‘informed’) but its a
motto we live and worR buy. So don’t
worry if its a seller’s marRet or buyer’s
markRket - we say, just get into the market!

Visit our website for more at
bourkes.com.au
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